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OUR MISSION -

To become a leading source in the United States for the promotion of national and international
networking, exchange, and creative collaboration among scientists, scholars, artists, and other
professionals, consistent with the goals of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation of Germany.

OUR VISION -
To mobilize the intellectual curiosity, creativity, experience, and passion of Humboldtians to shape
research, higher education, and professional development in the United States and beyond.




Christian Hanel

CHANGE. AND OPPORTUNITY.

AT

In early November, a social media post fromm American
Friends of AvH garnered significantly more attention than
usual, appearing after two pivotal political events unfolded
simultaneously in the United States and Germany. The US
Presidential Election of 2024 delivered what may be the
most consequential comeback story in recent political
history. At the same time, Germany's three-party coalition
government collapsed. Both of these events will undoubt-
edly shape the future of transatlantic relations.

The message of our post was brief and not revolutionary:

With the big changes happening in both the
US and in Germany, come big opportunities.
And huge challenges, yes. But let’s focus our
resources, our creativity, and our transatlantic
commitment on the opportunities to tackle
those challenges successfully!

The fact that this statement struck a chord like no other
post fills me with optimism. We were amazed to hear
from so many individuals on both sides of the Atlantic—
many of whom had not previously been in direct contact
with us—expressing a genuine enthusiasm to collaborate.
This overwhelming response highlights the dynamic and
thriving nature of transatlantic relations.

The global challenges we face are well known: public
health crises, research security threats, dilemmmas
surrounding Al governance, obstacles to sustainable
development, and more. At the forefront of tackling
these challenges are many Humboldtians, like Humboldt
Professors Ariel Stern, who is working to enhance disease
prevention and treatment, and Holger Hoos, whose
research in machine learning is paving the way for
innovation. Or Humboldtian and AFAVH board member
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Dale Medearis, whose work fosters sub-national, prac-
tice-oriented collaboration in building sustainable cities in
Northern Virginia and Baden-Wurttemberg.

In these uncertain, challenging times, where do the
opportunities lie? Both in the United States and in
Germany, traditional methods and systems are being
critically examined. Public policy, business practices, and
societal structures are all under scrutiny. Existing frame-
works and regulations are being questioned, sometimes
aggressively. It is undeniable: significant changes are on
the horizon, and these changes will require us to step

out of our comfort zone. We must learn to communicate
beyond traditional boundaries of science and academia
because the need for cross-sectoral, cross-disciplinary,
and cross-geographical engagement has never been
greater. The response to our post demonstrates that there
is a deep well of creative energy from academia, business,
and civil society, all eager to address these challenges and
seize these opportunities together. This presents a unique
opportunity to leverage our collective resources and scale
our impact.

Let us harness the strength, reach, and innovation of
the Humboldt network to drive meaningful change for
the benefit of our societies. In this, our 25th anniversary
year, American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation is fully committed to this mission. We create
platforms for changemakers, connect brilliant minds
with influential voices, and navigate across disciplines
and industries. We are able to do all of this because of
you, dear Humboldtians. We are very grateful for your
support—your engagement and your donations ensure
that our work makes a real impact.

Herzlichen Dank!

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation



HUMBOLDTIAN DONOR STORIES | IMPACT MAKERS
A CONVERSATION WITH PROFESSOR DANIEL FALLON

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF AMERICAN FRIENDS OF THE ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT FOUNDATION

American Friends of the Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation (AFAVH)
is grateful to individuals who
demonstrate their commitment to
the Humboldt experience and ethos
through their major and planned
gifts, and through their involvement
in the US Humboldt alumni network.
As we mark our 25th anniversary, we
recently engaged one of our found-
ing board members, Professor Daniel
Fallon, who reflected on the experi-
ences that inspired his dedication to
the organization and its mission to
strengthen US-German ties.

In a world increasingly intercon-
nected by global challenges and
political uncertainty, the role of
transatlantic scholarly and scientific
collaboration has never been more
crucial. Few individuals embody this
spirit of cross-cultural partnership
better than Professor Daniel Fallon, a
distinguished academic and advo-
cate for international exchange.

Professor Fallon is a former leader

at the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, an academic who has served
many premier higher-educational
institutions, and a key figure in the
German higher education reform
movement who has dedicated much
of his career to fostering collabora-
tion between the United States and
Germany.

In an interview with Jessica Hamilton,
Vice President of Advancement,
Professor Fallon shared how a pivotal
year as an undergraduate in Germany
set him on this path. Immersed in
the language and culture, he gained
a deep understanding of postwar
German society and its challenges.
This transformative experience
influenced his later work in higher
education reform in Germany,
including helping to establish

the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation'’s (AvH) German
Chancellor Fellowship and setting up
the American Friends of Alexander
von Humboldt Foundation's
Washington office.

When asked to elaborate on his
enduring support for AFAVH, Fallon
explained that, during his tenure at
the Carnegie Corporation of New
York, he developed a practice of
ranking his philanthropic commit-
ments, and American Friends of AvH
consistently stood out as a cause
worthy of his time and resources.
“Its mission—to foster transatlantic
collaboration and empower global

scientific exchange—is essential,”
Professor Fallon remarked, empha-
sizing the potential for meaningful
impact.

Reflecting on the broader context of
US-Germany relations, Fallon high-
lighted the pivotal roles of leaders,
like former German Chancellor
Helmut Kohl, in fostering connections
that endure today. He also stressed
the value of scientific diplomacy in a
changing global landscape, describ-
ing it as “building trust, shared values,
and establishing empirical truths
across cultures through science.”

The interview concluded by dis-
cussing the lasting impact of AvH
fellowships, which foster not only
rigorous scientific collaboration but
also lifelong personal connections.
Fallon noted, “These fellowships build
a culture rooted in empirical wisdom,
creating lifelong relationships that
transcend borders.”

As American Friends celebrates 25
years, Professor Fallon's reflections
underscore the power of science and
education to build a more intercon-
nected world. American Friends

of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation owes a great debt of
gratitude to his leadership and con-
tributions to reaching our 25th year.
We celebrate him and the steadfast
support we have received from all
the generous donors who make our
work possible.

“Science diplomacy involves building shared values through cross-cultural

scientific collaborations. It’'s about creating a community of scientists who
understand each other’s goals and foster trust. These relationships often
extend beyond professional boundaries, becoming lifelong connections.”

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
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FEATURED SCHOLAR
An Interview with Liu Xiaoming

AFAVH: Tell us about your back-
ground and your experience as a
Bessel Research Award recipient.

LIU: In 2023, | received the Friedrich
Wilhelm Bessel Research Award,
which allowed me to do two research
stays in Germany. | spent the first
few months at the German Research
Center for Geosciences (GFZ) and a
few months at the Freie Universitat
Berlin (FUB). At GFZ, | had access

to the HELGES isotope facility,
advancing my work on weathering
processes and CO; fluxes. Overall,

the collaborative environment with
Earth and planetary scientists, data
modelers, and paleoclimatologists
was instrumental in broadening my
research. The experience not only
enhanced my scientific work, but also
opened future research opportunities,
especially in developing solutions for
CO, removal—a critical component in
achieving climate goals.

AFAVH: Tell us about the research
you conducted while on your fellow-
ship and the impact it had on your
career path.

LIU: During my fellowship at GFZ
and FUB, | focused on isotope
geochemistry, examining critical
zone processes. This work not only
expanded my research capabilities
but also reshaped my view of
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LIU Xiaoming is an associate professor of geochemistry at

the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research

focuses on geochemistry of the critical zones, the evolution

of the earth’s surface, and environmental geochemistry. She

received her PhD in geochemistry from the University of

Maryland in 2013.

She was awarded the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s

Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award in 2023 and spent

her fellowship year at the German Research Center for

Geosciences in Potsdam.

leadership. Exposure to European
research management broadened
my understanding of interdisciplin-
ary collaboration and boosted my
confidence in leading projects. It
shifted my US-centered perspective
on science and opened new potential
career paths, especially in Europe.

AFAVH: You recently joined American
Friends of AvH as a “Humboldt
Network Liaison” (HNL)—what are
you most looking forward to in terms
of engaging the US Humboldt alumni
network? What do you hope to
accomplish asan HNL?

LIU: During my Friedrich Wilhelm
Bessel Research Award experience,
my feminist perspective was truly
awakened, particularly in the context
of women in science. | became
acutely aware of the gender dispari-
ties in leadership roles and developed
a passion for promoting more
women into these positions. This
experience deepened my commit-
ment to not only advance scientific
research, but also to create pathways
for women to rise into leadership
roles more quickly.

As a Humboldt Network Liaison, I'm
especially interested in advocating
for mentorship programs and
leadership training specifically aimed
at empowering women in STEM. |

believe that the quickest way to shift
the balance is to ensure more visibil-
ity and support for women, starting
with leadership development at

the early career stage. My goal is to
use this platform to build a strong
support network that helps women
scientists step into leadership roles
and drive meaningful change in our
field.

AFAVH: What do you see as the most
important issues in transatlantic
research collaboration in your field?

LIU: One of the key issues in trans-
atlantic research collaboration in
Earth Science is limited funding

and resources, which can make
large-scale, international projects
challenging. However, there's a
significant opportunity to collaborate
on nature-based solutions for CO-
removal. By combining expertise
across the United States and Europe,
we can leverage our Earth science
knowledge to tackle climate change.
Joint efforts, such as in enhanced
rock weathering and other geochem-
ical CO, sequestration strategies, can
drive innovation and scale solutions
more effectively. Collaborations can
help bridge the funding gap and
amplify the impact of our research.&

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
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PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE CONNECTIONS ARE A GREAT ASSET
An interview with AvH Secretary General ad interim Dr. Thomas Hesse

AFAVH: November 2024 saw historic
political developments on both sides
of the Atlantic. How did you perceive
these events?

HESSE: The first week of November
was truly remarkable. First, on
Tuesday and Wednesday, | followed
reports on the outcome of the US
elections. Then, Wednesday night,
Germany's coalition government
collapsed. This was not completely
unexpected, but the timing was
surprising. Federal elections in
Germany will be held on February
23, if the political process goes
forward as planned. So, while we can
expect many policy initiatives from
the second Trump administration
very soon, we will not have a new
government in Germany until much
later. This is not an ideal situation for
transatlantic relations.

AFAVH: How will this situation
affect the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation and transatlantic
cooperation?

HESSE: The Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation funds people-to-people
relationships—in all fields of research
and with a global perspective. On
this level, relationships are strong,
and | am confident that they will
remain so regardless of who runs
the government in our respective
countries. Since its founding in 1953,
the Foundation has granted more
than 6,500 fellowships and prizes to

researchers from the United States.
And it is very common for German
researchers to have US institutions on
their CVs. The personal ties between
our countries are a great asset, and |
wish to stress that the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation will continue
to invest in these relationships.

AFAVH: What is your message to
researchers in the United States and
the US Humboldt Network?

HESSE: | foresee a high degree

of reliability and continuity in our
transatlantic activities. The programs
of the Foundation continue to
explicitly invite researchers from

the United States who wish to
collaborate with German colleagues,
be it as a postdoc or at the height of
their careers. All alumni may apply
for funding to return to Germany

for a research stay and may host
German postdocs and experienced
researchers at their US institutions
with funding from the Foundation.

| encourage researchers on both
sides of the Atlantic to make use of
these opportunities and tell their
colleagues about them.

AFAVH: What role can American
Friends of AvH play in supporting
the Foundation'’s goal of fostering
transatlantic research?

HESSE: There are more than 5,400
Humboldtians in the United States,
many in leading positions at uni-
versities, research organizations,
and other institutions across the
country. American Friends of AvH
actively engages with US-based
Humboldtians and the US research
community, organizing events,
supporting networking opportu-
nities, reaching out to new groups,
and maintaining a strong sense of
community. This work is extremely
important and greatly valued by the
Foundation. Humboldtians share the
common experience of transatlantic
collaboration; they are ambassadors,
multipliers, and critical catalysts

of transatlantic exchange. Our
societies need such lay mediators
and everyday science diplomats. As

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

our key partner in the United States,
American Friends of AvH helps us

to sustain and leverage these ties,
ensuring mutual benefits for both
the German and American research
communities. This is a very important
role, and we look forward to continu-
ing our close cooperation.

AFAVH: Looking to 2025: What are
your priorities?

HESSE: One clear priority is the
Foundation's budget. More than

95 percent of the funding for our
programs and activities comes from
the German federal government.

We need to make sure that inter-
national research cooperation
remains an important item on the
political agenda and that its benefits
for society are understood and
valued. The Foundation'’s strategy

for 2024-2028 makes this case. My
message is clear: We need to invest in
excellent research to find solutions to
the challenges of our times, and we
need international research collabora-
tion, including international mobility
of researchers, to advance knowledge
in all fields. Communicating this need
for science and research, and for
international cooperation, is a task we
share on both sides of the Atlantic.

AFAVH: How can we work together?

HESSE: We face many common
challenges. There is a fear of infla-
tion and economic decline in both
countries; populism is here to stay
as a global phenomenon; we have
to contend with misinformation and
disinformation, waning of trust in
institutions, questioning of trust in
science. And there are the challenges
of wars, climate change, migration,
global health, and the Al revolution,
to name just a few. | firmly believe
that research communities need to
address these issues and see great
potential for transatlantic dialogues
around these issues. We need to
work together to help our societies,
especially in difficult times. It is
important that we learn from each
other and support each other.@
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DONOR HONOR ROLL - january 1, 2023-December 31, 2023

$1000 and over
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Lu Ting
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Chin-Hsien Wang

J. Daniel
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$250-499
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Frank Baron
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John Boyer
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Trisha Davis Muller
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Charles Russell Hille*
Allen Hjelmfelt
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Seyoon Kim*
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Arnim Meyburg*
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Ras Bihari Pandey
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Zhifeng Ren*
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David Siegmund
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Jenny Strauss Clay
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James and Hildegard
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Jeffrey White*
Rod Anthony Wing*
Arjun Yodh

Up to $249
Rigoberto Advincula
James Alberts

Philip Allen

Beate Allert
Lawrence Alquist
Michael Amabile
Kurt Anderson
Donor Anonymous
Anthony Arduengo Il
Gombojav Ariunbold
Stefan Baessler
Richard Baker
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Peter Bedrossian
Eugene Benton*
Alan Bishop

David Blank
Alexander Blokh
Martin Bluhm
Darrell Bock

Donald Booth*
Nicholas Bottka
Theodore Burkhardt
Martin Camargo
Richard Casten*
Frank Cerny
Jonathan Chaires
Ralph Chamberlin
Angelos Chaniotis
James Charlesworth
Christopher Clason
Jennifer Clinton
Kathleen Coleman
Peter Collings

Dan Coman*
William Cook
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Stephen Cramer*
J. Peter Davis
William Davis
Howard Day
Andrea De Giorgi
Shanaka de Silva
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Alan DeSilva
Donald Diedrich
Dennis Discher

Julian Andrzej
Domaradzki

William Donahue

AUDITED REVENUE & EXPENSES | FY 2023 $1.0 M BUDGET
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FY 2023 REVENUE

@ Contributions and Grants
@ Investment Income

Other Income
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FY 2023 EXPENSES

Program Expenses
@ Management/General Expenses

Fundraising Expenses

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation



Michael Doyle*
Peter Drescher
Lester Drewes
Claire Duvernoy
Theodore Einstein
William Eldred

Michael
Emmett-Oglesby

Vincent Ervin
William Ewald*
Michael Faehrmann*
Zhigang Zak Fang
Robert Field

Gail Finney

Alison Flatau

Lazar Fleishman
Inge Floss

John Foss

Robert Frakes*
Perry Frey

Bretislav Friedrich
B. Ronald Frost

Erin Marie Furtak
Lev Gasparov

Fritz Gesztesy*
William Ghiorse
Robert Gilbert
Geoffrey Giles
Michael Gilmore*
Paul Goldberg*
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Alan Grinnell*
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Sossina Haile

Owen Peter Hamill*
Ronald Hanson*
Michael Harmata
Patrice Harou*
Lewis Harvey Jr.

Charles Werner
Haxthausen

Kevin Healy

Franz Hefti

Susan Heller-Zeisler
Joseph Patrick Henry*
Eric Herbst

Colin Hermans

John Hermanson
Harry Hertz

Michael Hochella
Peter Uwe Hohendahl
Gregory Hoke*
Jocelyn Holland*
Michael Honig

Jiang Hu

Robert Hutchings
Anatoli Ivanov

Peter Jacobs

Jiri Janata and
Miroslawa Josowicz

Bahram Javidi
Peter Jelavich
John Johnson*

Cassandra Johnson
Gaither

Russell Jones
Peter Kahn
Jagmeet Kanwal
David Kaplan
Dennis Kehoe
Andreas Keil
Edward Keller
George Kenagy
Wolfgang Ketterle
Lawrence Kim
Ruth Klauser*
Maria Koehler*
Peter Koehler
Jocelyne Kolb
Phoebe Kornfeld
John Kovar*
Srinivasan
Krishnamurthy
Efrain Kristal
Simone-Gunde Kulin
Peggy Kuo*
Rudolf Carl Kuppers
Eric Kurlander*

David Landau
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Timothy Joseph
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Alfred Leick
Abraham Lenhoff
Noel Lenski

lvett Leyva

Fanxing Li

George Lie

Allen Liu*

Yvonne Losch
Robert Louden
Paul Michael Luetzeler
Jonathan Lyon
Stephen Mackwell*
Charles Maier
Stanley Manatt
Rudolph Marcus
David Mason

Gale Mattox*

Brian McCook*
Gerald Meier

Curtis Menyuk
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Carmelo Mesa-Lago*

James Roger and
Kathleen Milch

Ognjen Miljanic*
Bert Breon Mitchell
Radha Mokturi
Timothy Moore
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Mark Nelson

Kelly Neudorfer
Nadav Nur

Charles O'Dell
Mary Oleskiewicz*
Ada Levy Olins
llonka Oszvald*
Elizabeth Otto
Catherine Ovitt
Shigeo Oyama
Russell Pack
Robert Page

Brian Pfleger

American Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation

Joyce Pham

Roy Paul Planalp*
Alan Poon*

Florian Pop

Miklos Porkolab*
Christopher Poulsen
Ralf Prigl*

John Priscu

Peter Pulay

Zhijun Qiao

Henry Rack*
Kaliappa Ragunathan
Ronald Raines

Georg Raithel
Tatyana Rand
Lindsay Read Feinberg
Kenneth Reardon*
Mark Rectanus*
Sudhakar Reddy*
Thomas William Reps
James Reynolds
Hans Ritter

Susan Rotroff

James Rovnyak
Joseph Sanger
Barnett Schlinger
Ingo Schlupp*
Meinhard Schobeiri

David Leon
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Julian Schroeder
Lenhart Karl Schubert
David Seidman
Richard Shavelson
Irina Shevelenko*
Christopher Shields*
Henry Shine

Jean’ne Shreeve

Theo Siegrist*

Ralph Simmons
Douglas Sisk

Niall Slater

Randall Snurr
Hartmut A.W. Spetzler
John Staddon

William Stanley

Timothy Doak Steele
Herbert Steiner
Andrei Stoica
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Eric Sundberg*
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Erin Taylor
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Xiaofei Tian
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Klaus Truemper
David Vieira
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James Vignos
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Roger Vogler
Min-Chi von Trentini
Matthias Vorwerk*
Mara Wade
Nicholas Wagner
Sigurd Wagner
Abdul Waheed
Lary Walker*
Richard Walker
David Ward

Dale Webster
Robert Webster

Kathleen Weil-Garris
Brandt

David Wellbery

John Simon Werner
Kelly Joan Whitmer*
David Williams*

C. Anne Winston-Allen
Christoph Winter
Heike Winter Sederoff*
Christiane Wobus
Christian Wolf
Christoph Wolff

Joe Wong

Anne Zeidman

Rui Zhang

James Ziegler

Martin Wolfram
Zwierlein

*Denotes individuals who made multiple contributions in 2023
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COMING UP IN 2025

American Friends of AvH will attend
the following meetings in 2025.

Southeast German Studies Consortium Workshop
Fayetteville, AR | February 27-28, 2025

European Career Fair
Boston, MA | March 1, 2025

American Physical Society Meeting
Anaheim, CA | March 16-21, 2025

EU Open House Day at the German Embassy
Washington, DC | May 10, 2025

American Chemical Society Meeting

Washington, DC | August 17-21, 2025

American Friends of AvH is planning on hosting an alumni
reception during the event—stay tuned for details

GAIN Annual Conference
Boston, MA | August 29-31, 2025

Society for Neuroscience Meeting
San Diego, CA | November 15-19, 2025




