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Dear Humboldtians and Friends:
American Friends is looking forward to a busy year and new opportunities to promote networking, exchange and collaboration between  
German and American scientists and scholars. 

As reported in the last edition of Strata, American Friends is in the midst of a strategic planning process that will help us identify important 
goals for the next three years. As part of our planning, we are looking for input and ideas from Humboldtians and others who share our com-
mitment to international scientific collaboration and exchange. Over the coming year, we will be reaching out to Humboldtians through focused 
interviews and a short survey to learn how we can better serve your needs. We hope that you will participate in some of these activities to help 
us shape the future of American Friends. 

We are also continuing our efforts to form creative and mutually beneficial partnerships with professional associations that help us reach 
more alumni and prospective applicants. For those in the chemical sciences, American Friends once again hosted an alumni and promotional 
reception on March 28th at the annual spring meeting of the American Chemical Society (ACS) in Anaheim, California. In addition, American 
Friends participated on the same day in an ACS symposium on international collaboration. 

As part of the Research in Germany initiative, American Friends is working with our partners at the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD), German Research Foundation (DFG) and German Center for Research and Innovation (DWIH) to inform U.S. audiences about exciting 
developments in German research and the benefits of international research exchange. 

In short, 2011 is shaping up to be an exciting year for American Friends. Under the energetic direction of its Board of Directors, American 
Friends is well-positioned to take advantage of new opportunities to promote the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s programs and inter-
ests, and to engage and inspire U.S. Humboldtians to be catalysts of internationalization within their respective institutions and professional 
associations, both independently and through strategic partnerships with other scientific organizations.

Dr. Cathleen Fisher, President

The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation and the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) organized a joint alumni conference on 
October 28-30, 2010 to discuss “Facing the Four Elements: Developing 
a Transatlantic Approach to Sustainability.” Joining some 30 
Humboldtians was the new AvH Secretary General Dr. Enno Aufderheide 
on his first trip to the United States as Secretary General of the 
Foundation. The alumni convened at the German House in New York for 
a varied program of plenary sessions, panel discussions, and alumni 
presentations. Topics ranged from sustaining coastal systems in the 
global environment to fisheries management and agriculture, alterna-
tive energy sources, desertification and water quality, and perspectives 
on sustainability from the humanities and social sciences. Dr. Roland 
Schindler, Director of the Fraunhofer Center for Sustainable Energy 
Systems, kicked off the event with an address about the challenges of 
extending Fraunhofer research to the United States. Humboldtian 
Professor William Clark, from the John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
Harvard University, gave a keynote address on the evolution of sustain-
ability science. The two-day conference culminated in a river boat din-
ner (and dancing!) cruise in New York Harbor. American Friends 
President Dr. Cathleen Fisher and DAAD staff concluded the conference 
with presentations about alumni opportunities. 

Front Row (left to right): Nella Young, Scott Mueller, Carly Schmitt, Sean Murphy, 
Yvonne Hung; Back Row (left to right): Dr. John Maciuika, Dr. Greg Moynahan,  
Dr. Cathleen Fisher, Lukas Kronawitter

�Û�Ê-iVÀiÌ>ÀÞÊ�i�iÀ>�Ê���Ê�Õv`iÀ�i�`iÊ����ÃÊ�Õ�L��`Ì�>�ÃÊ>�`Ê�������Õ���Êv�ÀÊ��>��}ÕiÊ
��Ê-ÕÃÌ>��>L���ÌÞÊ>ÌÊ�iÀ�>�Ê
i�ÌiÀÊv�ÀÊ,iÃi>ÀV�Ê>�`Ê����Û>Ì���Ê��Ê iÜÊ9�À�

7i½ÛiÊ��Ûi`tÊ*�i>ÃiÊ��ÌiÊ�ÕÀÊ�iÜÊÃÕ�ÌiÊ�Õ�LiÀÊ��ÊÌ�iÊ>``ÀiÃÃ°



�Û�Ê*ÀiÃ�`i�ÌÊ�i��ÕÌÊ-V�Ü>ÀâÊ6�Ã�ÌÃÊ1��ÛiÀÃ�ÌÞÊ
�vÊ
>��v�À��>]Ê->�Ê��i}�

Local Humboldtians and American Friends were pleased to welcome 
the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation’s President, Professor 
Helmut Schwarz, to a luncheon with a dozen alumni in the San Diego 
area on October 16, 2010. Professor Frieder Seible (USS, 2007), 
Dean of the Jacobs School of Engineering at University of California at 
San Diego, hosted the gathering. Professor Schwarz was in the United 
States to speak at a seminar hosted by another Humboldtian, Dr. 
Julius Rebek, Jr. (STP, 1981), at the Scripps Institute in La Jolla. 
Humboldtians from many fields gathered at the Lodge at Torre Pines 
for a lively discussion about the Humboldt network and its importance 
in today’s world, as well as ways to stay engaged with the Foundation 
and opportunities for alumni. 
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With the support of Dr. Christiane Fellbaum (PAUL, 2001), Senior 
Research Scientist in the Department of Computer Science at Princeton 
University, American Friends hosted an event for Humboldtians and 
prospective applicants at Princeton University’s Prospect House on 
November 10, 2010. Several Humboldtians spoke to the guests about 
the fellowship opportunities of the Humboldt Foundation and their  
experiences in Germany. Representing American Friends were Virginia 
Barth and Margot Pfefferle, who took the opportunity to meet with 
Princeton Vice-Provost Diana Davies to talk about the internationaliza-
tion of Princeton and other U.S. universities. Dr. Fellbaum is one of the 
70+ Humboldtians on Campus in over 27 states who helps American 
Friends promote the Foundation’s programs. 
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The American Friends Alumni Council has awarded three grants to  
support proposals for diverse alumni events around the country. The 
Council approved a grant to Dr. Tom Campbell (STP, 1998) and Dr. 
Royce Zia (USS, 1982), Humboldtians at Virginia Tech, to organize a 
small alumni gathering and promotional event at Dr. Campbell’s home. 
Virginia Tech Humboldtians Dr. Michael Hochella (USS, 2002) and Dr. 
Dick Hasselman (USS, 1975) were also in attendance. A second grant 
went to Professor Donald Dickson (STP, 1992) of Texas A&M University 
and the members of the Texas chapter of the former Alexander von 
Humboldt Association of America to help support an alumni event in fall 
2009 in Round Top, Texas on the topic of “Public Opinion and Science.” 
This alumni gathering featured a special musical performance by the 
Butler School of Music at the University of Texas and a keynote speech 
by Nobel Laureate Dr. Robert Curl (USS, 1984). The third grant was 
awarded to Dr. Sally Sedgwick (STP, 1988), who is organizing a confer-
ence on “Aesthetics and German Philosophy” at the University of Illinois 
in Chicago in February 2012. Four Humboldtians will speak at the meet-
ing: Professor Robert Pippin (STP, 1977), Professor David Wellbery 
(GWI, 2006), Professor Karl Ameriks (STP, 1977), and Professor 
Elizabeth Millan-Zaibert (STP, 2004). Professor Sedgwick hopes to at-
tract attendance and support from many scholars working in German 
philosophy, history, language and literature in the Chicago area. 
American Friends congratulates all three groups on their proposals and 
continued engagement on behalf of U.S. Humboldtians.

�LLÀiÛ�>Ì���Ã

STP=Humboldt Research Fellowship

USS=Humboldt Research Award

GWI=Wilhelm-Grimm Award

Paul=Wolfgang Paul-Award

BUKA=German Chancellor Fellowship

(Left to right) Dr. Frieder Seible, Prof. Lisa Lampert-Weissig, Prof. Helmut 
Schwarz, Prof. Marc Andre Meyers

Margot Pfefferle with prospective applicants and alumni at Princeton University
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The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in 2012 will grant up to eight 
Sofja Kovalevskaja Awards to highly accomplished junior scientists and 
scholars from all countries and disciplines. The award provides support 
for five years to allow the recipient to build a research group and work 
on a high-profile, innovative research project of his or her choice at a 
selected research institution in Germany. The deadline for applications 
will be September 1, 2011. For application forms and detailed informa-
tion, please see: www.humboldt-foundation.de. 
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Anthony Arduengo
William Calder III
Kah Kyung Cho
Daniel Fallon
Robert Grathwol
Kirsten Grüneberg
Donita Moorhus
Hans Wendt
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Gerhard Casper
Karl Galinsky
Richard Haglund
Peggy Kuo
Arnim Meyburg
Lu Ting
Theodore Ziolkowski
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Barbara Becker-Cantarino
Frederick Brown
Thomas Campbell
Marvin Chester
Edward Chupp
H. Joachin Deeg
Dennis Diestler
Evgeni Fedorovich
Hans Frauenfelder
Edwin Fuller
Richard Helmholz
Joseph Patrick Henry
Alan Hofmann
Kendall Houk
Jiri Jonas
Seyoon Kim
Eric Koenig
Philipp Kronberg
Chin-Tang Lo
Ernest Moniz
Hans Othmer
Arthur Poskanzer
Immo SchefÁer
Rainer Storb
Thomas Taylor
Christoph Wolff
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Frank Adrian
Ulrike Albrecht
Philip Anselone
Evan Appelman
Charles Atkinson
Betsy Baker
Dubravka Ban
Kevin Barron
Lewis Barth
Peter Bedrossian
Arthur Bergles
Norman Bishop
Alan Bishop
Larry Bockstahler
Hinrich Bohn
Russell Bonham
Nicholas Bottka
Winslow Briggs
Arthur Brown
Howard George Callaway
Martin Camargo
A. Welford Castleman
Joseph Cerny
Susan Chapman
Gregory Cherlin
John Chipman
John Clark Jr.
William Clemens
Kathleen Coleman
Peter Collings
Dan Coman
Edwin Cooper
F. Fleming Crim Jr.
Louise Davidson-Schmich
Temd Deason
Charles DePuy
Alan DeSilva
Harold Deutsch
Julian Andrzej Domaradzki
Steven Donovan
Michael Doyle
Peter Drescher
Lynn Erbe
Vincent Ervin
Carlos Felippa
Heinz Floss
Robert Frakes
James Galligan
U. Henry Gerlach
Geoffrey Giles
Stephen Goodnick
David Grainger
Andrew Granato
Edward Grew
Hans Griem
Scott Hafemann
William Hallidy
Joseph Hamilton

Harry Heckman
Robert Hellwarth
Lane Hemaspaandra
Colin Hermans
Thomas Hesse
Allen Hjelmfelt
Nolan Holland
Andreas Holzenburg
John Hudson
Noboru Ito
Peter Jacobs
Paul Janmey
Wolfgang Joklik
Thomas Kailath
George James Kenagy
Lian Tie Kho
Beate Klingenberg
Charles Knobler
Peter Koehler
John Kovar
Edward Kravitz
Samuel Krimm
John Kutzbach
Paul La Celle
Lynn Roy LaMotte
Abraham Mark Lenhoff
Jason Lillegraven
Ming-Chang Lin
Robert Louden
Paul Michael Lützeler
Robert Maddin
Charles Maier
Stanley Manatt
Florian Mansfeld
Rudolph Marcus
Peter Mark
Robert McMeeking
Dale Medearis
Carmelo Mesa-Lago
Harold Metcalf
Swaminadham Midturi
Breon Mitchell
Katharina Mommsen
Timothy Moore
Kurt Mueller-Vollmer
Richard Muller
Margaret Murray
Earle Muschlitz
David Nanney
Frederick Neidhardt
Ronald Nelson
Joseph Nibler
Gbekeloluwa Oguntimein
Dietrich Orlow
J. Donald Ostrow
Ulrich Petersen
Ronald Arthur Phaneuf
Norman Phillips
Gabriel Pinter

Lawrence Porter
Bryan Preas
Thomas Pridham
Anant Ramdas
R. Ronald Rau
Mark Rectanus
Hans Georg Ritter
Robert Robson
James Rovnyak
Marvin Salin
Howard Saltsburg
Stanley Sandler
Joseph Sanger
William Saul
Zoltan Schelly
Sally Stowell Sedgwick
Donald Seldin
John Paul Selegue
H. Alan Shapiro
Richard Shavelson
James Sheehan
Sergei Shevlyagin
Jean’ne Shreeve
Ralph Simmons
Douglas Ray Sisk
Randall Snurr
Robert Snyder
Walter Sokel
Kristi Stahnke McGregor
James Staley
Anthony Starace
Timothy Doak Steele
Holly Stein
Eric Stein
Walther Stoeckenius
Harry Suhl
Andrew Szent-Györgyi
Eng Tan
Wayne Thompson
Sven Treitel
Hans Rudolf Vaget
Wolfgang Vogel
Roger Vogler
Matthias Vorwerk
Mara Wade
Sigurd Wagner
Henry de Forest Webster
Frank Welsch
Stephen White
J. Daniel Whittenberger
Wolfgang Wiese
John Wilcox
Manfred Winnewisser
Horst Winter
Bernhard Wunderlich
Bernadette Zamora
Jianping Zhang
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Supporters in the United States continue to advance the activities of the Humboldt Foundation through their gifts to American 
Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. We acknowledge with thanks the following donors in 2010.

American Friend of the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation is  
a non-profit organization under 
the guidelines of article 501(c)(3) 
of the IRS code; contributions 
are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.
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Anthony Arduengo, III
Peter Baldwin
Kah Kyung Cho
Daniel Fallon
Robert Grathwol
Peggy Kuo
Donita Moorhus
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Hans Georg Dehmelt
Dennis Diestler
Karl Galinsky
Kirsten Grüneberg
Robert Letsinger
Arnim Meyburg
Kristi Stahnke McGregor
Lu Ting
Hans Wendt
Theodore Ziolkowski
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Marshall Blann
Erika Böhm-Vitense
Bruce Ambler Boucher
Edward Chupp
Richard Demar Critchfield
A. Stephen Dahms
H. Joachin Deeg
Harold Deutsch
Steven Donovan
Evgeni Fedorovich
Heinz Floss
Hans Frauenfelder
Geoffrey Giles
Hans Griem
Richard Haglund
Joseph Patrick Henry
Alan Hofmann
Jiri Jonas
Herbert Kaesz
Philipp Kronberg
Jaan Laane
Ernest Moniz
Ulrich Mueller-Westerhoff
David Nanney
Joseph Nibler
Hans Othmer
Geoffrey Painter
Hans Georg Ritter
Sally Stowell Sedgwick
Rainer Storb
Johannes Storz
Thomas Taylor
Georgiana Vines-Fox
Roger Vogler
Gisela Walberg
Christoph Wolff
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Silas James Allen
Evan Appelman
Frank Baron
Lewis Barth
Harold Bauer
Frieder Baumann
Peter Bedrossian
Eugene Benton
Arthur Bergles
Steven Bernasek
Wilbur Billups
Alan Bishop
Norman Bishop
Alfred Blackadar
Elliott Bloom
Sergey Germanovich Bobkov
Larry Bockstahler
Ivan Bodis-Wollner
Hinrich Bohn
Craig Bowman
Wendi Boxx
Winslow Briggs
Martin Camargo
Thomas Campbell
Ralph Chamberlin
William Charlesworth
Gregory Cherlin
John Chipman
David Chisholm
William Clemens
Kathleen Coleman
William Courtenay
Manuel Leonardo Robles 

Covarrubias
Jack Cowan
F. Fleming Crim Jr.
William Daniels
Gholamreza Dargahi-Noubary
Louise Davidson-Schmich
William Davis
Temd Deason
Charles DePuy
John Dickinson
Michael Doyle
Peter Drescher
Lester Drewes
Friederike Eigler
Vincent Ervin
Adel Faridani
Carlos Felippa
Lazar Fleishman
Raymond Fleming
J. Lawrence Fox
Robert Frakes
B. Ronald Frost
U. Henry Gerlach
Paul Goldberg
Brian Grady
David Grainger
Andrew Granato
Daniel Greenberger
Scott Hafemann
William Hallidy
James Stuart Harris
Harry Heckman

Robert Hellwarth
Richard Helmholz
Lane Hemaspaandra
Ernest Henley
Eric Herbst
William Hillig
Allen Hjelmfelt
Michael Hochella
Andreas Holzenburg
Kendall Houk
Noboru Ito
Paul Janmey
William Johns
Thomas Kaplan
Dennis Kehoe
George James Kenagy
Robert Kerber
Frank Eugene Kirby
Eldon Knuth
Peter Koehler
Edward Kravitz
Samuel Krimm
John Kuo
Eric Andrew Kurlander
Timothy Joseph Larson
Abraham Mark Lenhoff
Jason Lillegraven
Robert Louden
Paul Madsen
Charles Maier
Steven Mansbach
Florian Mansfeld
Francisco Marcos-Marin
Rudolph Marcus
Peter Mark
James Maxeiner
Patricia Mazón
Stephen McCaffrey
Maxwell McCormack
Robert M.L. McKay
Robert McMeeking
Eckart Meiburg
Carmelo Mesa-Lago
Harold Metcalf
James Milch
Katharina Mommsen
Richard Muller
Margaret Murray
Thomas Nash
Jay Nelson
Ronald Nelson
Richard O’Dell
Gbekeloluwa Oguntimein
Aare Onton
Godwin C.G. Pais
Richard Alan Palmer
Michael Peachin
John Perepezko
Ulrich Petersen
Norman Phillips
Jack Preiss
Thomas Pridham
Ralf Prigl
R. Ronald Rau
Peter Revesz

Robert Robson
Donald Rockwell
Anthony Gregg Roeber
James Rovnyak
David Warren Sabean
Scott Sakaluk
Marvin Salin
Howard Saltsburg
Stanley Sandler
William Saul
Eden Savino
Zoltan Schelly
Michael Schick
Ronald Schnitzler
Julian Schroeder
Paul Schwartz
Shayle Searle
Donald Seldin
John Paul Selegue
Peter Senter
H. Alan Shapiro
Geoffrey Sharp
Jean’ne Shreeve
Ralph Simmons
Niall Slater
Fred Hines Smith
Joseph Richard Smyth
Randall Snurr
Robert Snyder
Konrad Soergel
Walter Sokel
William Stanley
Anthony Starace
Timothy Doak Steele
Eric Stein
Frank Stern
Andrew Szent-Györgyi
Gordon Theilen
Wayne Thompson
Alexander Tzagoloff
James Vary
Andrei Verona
George Veronis
Wolfgang Vogel
Katharina von Kellenbach
Florian von Trentini
Matthias Vorwerk
Sigurd Wagner
Frances Ann Walker
Pao-Kuan Wang
William Warren
Henry de Forest Webster
David Wellbery
Frank Welsch
Gerald Wempner
Christopher Wesselborg
G.E. Otto Widera
Wolfgang Wiese
John Wilcox
David Williams
Manfred Winnewisser
Bernhard Wunderlich
Bernadette Zamora
Herbert Zeman
James Ziegler
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Supporters in the United States continue to advance the activities of the Humboldt Foundation through their gifts to American 
Friends of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. We acknowledge with thanks the following donors in 2009.

American Friend of the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation is  
a non-profit organization under 
the guidelines of article 501(c)(3) 
of the IRS code; contributions 
are tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.
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American Friends congratulates Dr. Nicolas Wiater 
on his receipt of the William M. Calder III Fellowship 
for 2010-2011. Nicolas Wiater (Ph.D. 2008) studied 
Greek and Latin Language and Literature and 
Byzantine Studies at the Universities of Bonn, 
Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Pisa, and Cambridge. Dr. 
Wiater’s M.A. addressed the “Historical Library” of 
Diodorus Siculus (2004). His major areas of research interest are the 
cultural identity and historical imagination of Greek intellectuals in  
the Late Hellenistic and Early Roman Imperial Period. From 2001 to 
2004 and 2006 to 2008 he held scholarships from the German 
National Academic Foundation; since 2005 he has been a lecturer  
(wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter) in Classics at the University of Bonn, 
Germany. He has published articles on Diodorus Siculus, Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus, Polybius, and Flavius Josephus and is author of The 
Ideology of Classicism. Language, History, and Identity in Dionysius of 
Halicarnassus, which is forthcoming in deGruyter’s Untersuchungen 
zur antiken Literatur and Geschichte. He is co-editor with Thomas A. 
Schmitz of a volume on Greek cultural identity in Augustan Rome, The 
Struggle for Identity: Greeks and Their Past in the First Century BCE 
(Stuttgart: Steiner, forthcoming). Additional research interests include 
early Greek poetry and the epic tradition. His next book will be on  
violence in Greek epic from Homer to Nonnos. He is currently on leave 
at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, where he is working 
with Professor Dr. William. M. Calder III on a commented edition of the  
letters of Ulrich von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff and Georg Kaibel. Dr. 
Wiater‘s research is supported through a Feodor Lynen Research 
Fellowship for Postdoctoral Researchers from the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation. He is the sixth recipient of the William M. Calder 
III Fellowship. 

��iÀ�V>�Ê
�i��V>�Ê-�V�iÌÞÊ-«À��}Ê�iiÌ��}

American Friends hosted a reception for Humboldtians and prospec-
tive fellowship applicants at the American Chemical Society spring 
meeting on Monday, March 28, 2011 in Anaheim, CA. Thank you to all 
Humboldtians who attended.
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Have you heard the marketing slogan “Research in Germany—Land of 
Ideas” more often lately? Launched in November 2006 by the German 
Federal Ministry of Education and Research, “Research in Germany”  
is intended to showcase achievements in German research in the 
United States and other countries. In partnership with the Humboldt 
Foundation and the other major German research organizations, the 
“Research in Germany” campaign is helping to raise the profile of 
German science internationally and promote more scientific exchange 
globally. In North America, American Friends works closely with the U.S. 
offices of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the German 
Research Foundation (DFG), and the German Center for Research and 
Innovation (DWIH) to promote research opportunities in Germany at 
conferences, career fairs, and other events—all under the “Research in 
Germany” brand. You may have seen American Friends representing 
AvH at “Research in Germany” exhibits such as the NIH International 
Opportunities Expo (September 17, 2010) in Bethesda, MD and the 
Society for Neuroscience Annual Meeting (November 13–17, 2010) in 
San Diego, CA. Find Research in Germany online: www.research-in- 
germany.de
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Check out www.Nature.com/regions/germany for the latest news on 
high-quality research, as well as opinions and business news from 
Germany! Nature, the internationally renowned scientific journal, has 
added Germany to the European countries it features online in addition 
to the regions of Asia-Pacific, the Middle East and the Americas. 
Information about the latest developments in German science is spon-
sored by “Research in Germany,” an initiative of the German Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research to promote research and innovation 
in Germany.
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American Friends has been busy distributing information to prospective 
applicants for the German Chancellor Fellowship at events such as the 
American University Job and Internship Career Fair (September 29, 
2010), 9th Annual Washington, DC/Baltimore Public Service Career Fair 
(January 28, 2011), the George Washington University, Elliott School of 
International Affairs Career & Information Fair (Feburary 11, 2011), and 
the George Mason University Graduate Career & Internship Fair (February 
16, 2011). Such events are a great opportunity to reach out to Bachelor’s 
and Master’s students, as well as recent alumni from a variety of disci-
plines, including business, communications, public affairs, law and the 
arts and sciences. 
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Deans and professors from colleges and universities in the New York 
metropolitan area gathered on November 9, 2010 at the CUNY 
Graduate Center to learn about sponsorship opportunities for them-
selves and their students. Humboldtian and Alumni Council member 
Ray Erickson (STP, 1977) organized the event, with the support of AF 
colleagues Margot Pfefferle and Virginia Barth. Foundation alumni,  
including Alumni Council member John Maciuika (BUKA, 1998, STP, 
2001) and Tricia Striano (KOS, 2004), talked about their experiences 
as Humboldtians.

Research in Germany booth representatives at the Society for Neuroscience 
Annual meeting in San Diego (left to right): Margot Pfefferle from American 
Friends, Sigrid Claßen from the DFG, Dr. Joann Halpern from the DWIH

Dr. Nicolas Wiater
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American Friends 
says Farewell to 
Deirdre Kelly… 
The American Friends staff 
and Board members bids 
a fond farewell to Deirdre 
Kelly, Senior Program Director. Deirdre joined 
the U.S. Liaison Office of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation in 1998, and subse-
quently helped to transform the organization 
into American Friends of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation. American Friends is 
grateful to Deirdre for her dedicated service 
to American Friends, the Humboldt Foundation 
and U.S. Humboldtians, and wish her and her 
family all the best.

…and Welcomes Margot Pfefferle
American Friends is pleased to welcome Margot Pfefferle as the new 
Program Coordinator for Communications and Outreach. Margot is a 
graduate of the University Wisconsin-Eau Claire, where she majored 
in German and Spanish Liberal Arts. After graduation, she joined the 
North America office of the German Research Foundation (DFG) in 
Washington, DC, where she gained experience in event coordination 
and promotions, and developed an understanding of the German research landscape 
and its key players. Margot is responsible for promoting the grants and fellowships of the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation to U.S. scientists and scholars, and for coordinat-
ing American Friends communications and public outreach efforts. 

…and Carolyn Brodbeck
We are also pleased to welcome Carolyn Brodbeck to the American 
Friends team as the new Office Administrator/Executive Assistant. 
Carolyn hails from Pittsburgh and graduated last May from Colgate 
University, where she majored in Political Science and German. After 
graduating, Carolyn worked as a Research Assistant at the Atlantic 
Council, where she supported the Young Atlanticist initiative and a 
meeting of young leaders at the 2010 NATO Summit in Lisbon, Portugal. Carolyn will also 
provide support to the American Friends Board of Directors.


